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“Member States are determined 
to prevent the export of military 
technology and equipment which 
might be used for internal repression 
or international aggression or 
contribute to regional instability.”
Article 4
COUNCIL UNIFIED POSITION 2008/944/CFSP
Defining common rules governing control of 
exports of military technology and equipment
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 An Executive Summary
By the end of January 2016, a joint meeting took place between Egypt’s 

Military Production Minister Mohamed Saeed El-Assar, Czech Foreign Min-
ister and a number of Czech defence companies where El-Assar confirmed 
that “the Czech Republic will not halt its weapon exports to Egypt like other 
European countries did after June 30, 2013.”1  The minister was referring to 
decisions by the European Union Institutions which indicated the prohibition 
of exporting military equipment to Egypt in the wake of the heightened op-
pressive acts and horrifying violations that the authorities committed against 
the opposition, the most violent of which were the dispersal of Rabaa and 
Nahda sit-ins on August 14, 2013. The report has documented the security 
forces’ use of Czech arms during the diserpal.

The Czech Republic, despite being a signatory to the Arms Trade Treaty 
and belonging to the European Union Council that has a unified position on 
prohibiting the export of arms to countries violating human rights, contin-
ues to arm the Egyptian security forces with varying light weapons, which 
have amounted to more than 41 million Euros in 20162. Regardless of accusa-
tions of committing massive and widespread violations directed at the Egyp-
tian government. The authorities, inclusive of current President AbdelFattah 
ElSisi, always justifies its oppressive practices under the pretext of its war on 
terror.

The Czech arms come at a higher price for citizens as it is directly used in 
rights violations, even though its financial cost is considerably lower than 
heavy weaponry, which raises several questions regarding the nature of this 
export. What is its exact magnitude? What is the most comprehensive legal 
framework for the export process and how does the Egyptian authorities use 

1 Al Hayat TV Channel, «Al Hayat Al Youm - Minister of Military Production | The Czech Republic 
stood next to Egypt on 30 June and there are strong relations between the two countries», YouTube 
Video, 31 January 2016, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_gm-1uzPWw

2 refer to the third section of the report
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these weapons?  

The report aims at answering these questions and others through four sec-
tions. The first section highlights the most prominent violations committed 
by the security forces against Egyptians, on top of which are extrajudicial 
killings, where it is suspected that the Czech arms had been used in its imple-
mentation. The second section features the legal framework for the Czech 
Republic’s export of weapons, on both local and international fronts, and 
what this framework imposes from mandatory verification that they won’t 
be used in acts of oppression or violating human rights by the importing 
country. The third section exposes the nature of the relation between the 
Czech Republic and the Egyptian authorities. It looks into the export figures 
from the Czech Republic to Egypt and its progress since July 2013, while the 
fourth section manifests that the Egyptian security forces, headed by the 
interior ministry, have used Czech weapons in what is reckoned to be inter-
nal acts of repression, adding to attempts of reinforcing these weapons by 
obtaining a licence to manufacture some of them inside Egypt. 

This report relied on monitoring figures provided in annual reports by 
Czech’s ministry of industry and trade as well as reports issued by both Egyp-
tian and International human rights organizations, in addition to an analysis 
of videos issued by Egypt’s interior ministry official page and other media 
platforms. 

The report proposes a number of recommendations, primarily to the 
Egyptian government which must respect the principles of human rights 
stipulated in international conventions and also an immediate suspension of 
all rights violations under the pretext of the war on terror. The report also 
demands that the Czech Republic halts its export of light weapons to Egypt, 
that it provides transparency regarding the details of the concluded transac-
tions and that it discloses the means for monitoring whether these weapons 
were used in oppression and violations, as the Czech Parliament is obliged 
to open an independent investigation in this regard. The report also calls on 
the EU to ensure that the Czech Republic and other member states comply 
with the arms trade standards provided for in EU law and resolutions.
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Introduction
Following July 3, 2013, Egypt fell at the hands of an oppressive authority 

led by AbdelFattah El-Sisi following his coup against former president Mo-
hamed Mursi who was elected in 2012. Sisi started his coup with what can be 
described as the largest massacre in Egypt’s modern history, which has killed 
no less than 817 supporters of the Muslim Brotherhood supporters during 
the security forces’ dispersal of Rabaa and Nahda sit-ins by firing live ammu-
nition at protesters3. 

Sisi’s regime hasn’t left much survivors, after six years of authoritarian rule, 
hundreds of people have lost their lives in peaceful protests that demanded 
the overthrow of Sisi. Thousands of protestors are locked in prisons, many 
of whom have been subjected to grave violations of human rights such as 
torture and forced disappearance, in addition to issuing massive execution 
orders, a conduct followed by the regime against the opposition, as well as 
countless violations in Sinai under the pretext of the war on terror, all of 
which within the “flourishing” of commercial relations between Egypt and 
the Czech Republic, that were not withheld by Egypt’s base record in viola-
tions of human rights. Czech continued to export light weapons such as rifles 
and guns to Egypt, that were directly used in oppression and violations, in 
contrary to heavy weapons such as aeroplanes and submarines, which can be 
used in defensive operations. The exports of Czech arms to Egypt increased 
eight times from 2012 to 20164. 

This report aims at exposing the Czech Republic’s collaboration in the op-
pression that Egypt has lived through since summer 2013, through supplying 
the Egyptian regime with arms for over 7 years, severely violating the right 
to life, systemically committing crimes of torture, forced disappearance, and 
arbitrary executions, in addition to violating the right to association and as-

3 Atef Abdel Aziz, «Health: The toll of Wednesday clashes reached 578 killed and 4201 injured» 
AlMasry AlYoum, August 15, 2013 https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/249481   

4 Pervious Reference
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sembly and restricting freedom of speech and expression, which counts as a 
breach for the international commitments of the Czech Republic as a signa-
tory state to the arms trade treaty and a departure from the European stance 
on exporting weapons to Egypt following July 2013.

The report is divided into four main sections: The first section showcases 
the most prominent violations committed by the Egyptian authorities in the 
years following July 2013, where it is suspected that Czech arms were used, 
such as extrajudicial killing, forced disappearance, torture and violations 
within the context of the war on terror in Sinai, which counts as internal 
acts of oppression practiced by the authority that should by default lead to 
banning exporting weapons to it, according to the arms trade treaty signed 
by the Republic of Czech.

The second part of this report tackles in detail the commitments of the 
Czech Republic regarding exports, based on national law and the Arms Trade 
Treaty, which stipulates banning the export of weapons in case they are used 
in acts of oppression, committing violations or breaching international trea-
ties. The unified position of the European Union Council and EU Parliament 
decisions regarding Egypt since July 2013 also include recommendations of 
halting the export of equipment and military technology to Egypt in the 
light of the soaring violations against human rights.

The third section of the report sheds light on the nature of the high dip-
lomatic ties between the Czech and Egyptian authorities which can be inter-
preted in the continued influx of official delegations from both sides, includ-
ing some businessmen in the defense in dustries. The section also analyses 
annual reports published by the Ministry of Industry and Trade in the period 
from 2012 to 2017, indicating the increasing value of arms exports and ex-
port licenses from the Czech Republic to Egypt.

The fourth section highlights the nature of using Czech arms by the Egyp-
tian security forces, on top of which the Interior Ministry, adding to the sus-
picion of using these arms in committing grave violations against citizens, 
such as using the CZ SCORPION EVA rifle during the dispersal of Nahda sit-
in on August 14, 2013, putting that together with what is revealed by the 
statements of both Egyptian and Czech officials to acquire a licence for man-
ufacturing the Czech rifle CZ 807 inside Egyptian military factories.

O



Exporting Violations

109

Export violations 

Methodology 
The report relies on tracking transactions of arms exported from the Czech 

Republic to Egypt through analysing the figures issued by the Czech Ministry 
of Industry and Trade published on its official website in the period 2012-
2017. To monitoring rights violations by the Egyptian authorities, the report 
uses figures from the reports of a number of rights organizations inside and 
outside Egypt.

The report is also based on analysing a large number of videos issued by 
the Egyptian Ministry of Interior’s official page and a number of videos re-
corded by several media platforms such as Al-Masry Al-Youm media outlet 
in order to monitor the manner in which Czech arms have been used by the 
Egyptian authorities. It also tracks statements by the Egyptian minister for 
military production, the Czech Foreign Ministry, and the director of the man-
ufacture company of Czech weapons

 Section I: An overview of
 human rights violations in
 Egypt

The army overthrew former President Mohamed Mursi in July 2013 on the 
backdrop of popular protests that demanded early presidential elections, in 
what came to be considered as a military coup against the first elected civil-
ian president. Sisi, then defence minister who led the coup, officially became 
president of Egypt in April 2014 with a majority of 94.5 % in elections, a re-
sult that was described by observers as unfair and unequal.

Egypt in the era of Sisi witnessed a gross decline in human rights situation, 
as the authorities and security services have completely disregarded interna-
tional law and human rights principles. The violent dispersal of Rabaa’ sit-in, 
which claimed the lives of hundreds of people, is a striking example of the 
nature of Sisi’s regime, which was founded on the suppression and abuse of 
the opposition under the pretext of national security and fighting terrorism.

Claiming the slogan of the war on terror should not be a ground for vio-



Exporting Violations

1110

Export violations 

lating the sovereignty of law and the rights of citizens which are guaranteed 
by international conventions, some of which are rights that humans should 
not be deprived of regardless of the magnitude of the threat facing the 
state. According to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
the prohibition of torture and the inhumane treatment are rights that can-
not be restricted5. The UN Human Rights Committee also stated that fair trial 
guarantees and non-arbitrary detention must be respected, even in times of 
emergency and war6.

This part of the report showcases the internal oppression and human rights 
violations practiced by Sisi’s regime, which was probably aided by the use of 
Czech weapons. The most prominent of these violations was the shooting of 
live ammunition at protestors and the intensification of extrajudicial killings, 
especially in the context of the war on terror in Sinai. This counts as an inter-
nal oppressive act that prohibits the export of arms to any authority involved 
in these violations.

• Using Excessive Force against protesters
In the months subsequent to the military coup in July of 2013, the security 

forces fired live ammunition at protesters in several incidents the most signif-
icant of which the dispersal of Rabaa and Nahda sit-ins. 

5 The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, December 16, 1966, https://www.
ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CCPR.aspx 

6 UN Human Rights Committee (HRC), CCPR General Comment No. 29: Article 4: Derogations 
during a State of Emergency, (August 31,2001), https://www.refworld.org/docid/453883fd1f.html 
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7                                                                

                                                                                                                      

Wiki Thawra, an independent organisation that documents the events 
that followed the January revolution, has monitored the killing of at least 
2588 people in political events since the military coup until the end of Janu-
ary 2014 in all governorates of Egypt, among which were the protests of the 
third anniversary of the revolution; counting 11 Journalists, 164 children, 72 
women, 299 university student8. The injuries toll during this period amount-
ed to 185359. 

7 Hussein Ramzi, «Forensics: 215 deaths in the incidents of the guards, platform and the Octo-
ber bridge,» Al-Masry Al-Youm, 23 October, 2018, https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/331671 

8 Wiki Thawra, a detailed record of people killed during Sisi/Adly Mansour era (updated until 
January 31 2013), Cairo, 2014, https://wikithawra.wordpress.com/2013/11/12/sisicasualities/.

9 Wiki Thawra, a numerical record of people injured during Sisi/Adli Mansour era, (updated 
until February 28, 2013) Cairo, 2014 https://wikithawra.wordpress.com/2013/12/04/sisiinjuries/ .

At least 817
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The former killings and systematic use of lethal force against protesters by 
the army and police forces were carried out by weapons, including ones that 
were locally manufactured, and others imported from western countries. 
The report monitors the use of light arms imported by the security forces 
from the Czech Republic in a number of these incidents (see section IV of the 
report).

• Violations Under the pretext of the war on 
terror in Sinai

Since October 2014, North Sinai has lived in an ongoing state of emer-
gency because of the war on terror, which made individuals in the region 
subject to relentless violations of their basic rights. Starting October 2014 
until December 2018, the army and police have killed 2,811 persons, who 
were described by the military spokesman as armed individuals. Since the be-
ginning of the Comprehensive Military Operation in Sinai in February 2018, 
the violations have peaked; killing 23 civilians, including at least 3 children, 
according to local sources10. 

The regime’s policy of arbitrary arrests extended to Sinai. Between Octo-
ber 2014 and December 2018, at least 8,226 individuals, described by the mil-
itary spokesman as “security suspects” or “suspected terrorists,” were arrest-
ed. The security forces in Sinai have also adopted a policy of destroying and 
burning the property of people on claims of their cooperation with terrorist 
groups. It burned down and demolished 1431 houses, 216 warehouses, 290 
trenches, 486 tunnels, 1139 shelters and hideouts, burned 1649 motorcycles, 
1,572 vehicles and 519 four-wheeled vehicles, according to statements by the 
official military spokesman.

10 Egyptian Front for Human Rights, Between Death And Besiege: An overview of the situation 
for local residents in Sinai since the beginning of the Comprehensive Operation in February 2018, (Cai-
ro, 2019), https://egyptianfront.org/research/analytical-reports/between-death-and-besiege/.

Source: ALJAZEERA
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• Arbitrary Arrests 
Following July 2013, the authorities in Egypt started besetting the gains 

of the revolution, predominantly the freedom of opinion and expression, 
through issuing a law that regulates protests in November 201311 and an 
anti-terrorism law12 which were both used by the regime to legalize and le-
gitimize many arbitrary arrests. It is estimated that the number of political 
prisoners in Egypt (from July 2013 until 2017) account to around 60 thousand 
people13.

                               x                                x14       x15                            x16 
s                                                                                                                          x17            

11 Law 107/2013 on the regulation of the right to public meetings, gatherings and peaceful pro-
tests http://qadaya.net/?p=6597 

12 “The full text of the anti-terrorim law after being published in the official gazette” Al-Masry 
AlYoum, August 17, 2015. Mansour Kamal https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/793978  

13 Human Rights Watch, “We Do Unreasonable Things Here” Torture and National Security in 
al-Sisi’s Egypt, (USA, 2017), https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/egypt0917_web.pdf.

14 The National Council for Human Rights, Fact Finding Report on the events of dispersing the 
Rabaa sit in (Cairo, 2014) https://manshurat.org/node/13664 .

15 Wiki Thawara, a record of the arrested and prosecuted during the Sisi/Adly Mansour era, 
updated until May 14, 2014 (Cairo, 2014) https://wikithawra.wordpress.com/2014/01/09/sisi-mansour-de-
tainees/. 

16 The Egyptian Coordination for Rights and Freedoms, A Nation’s Scream: The 2017 Harvest, 
(Cairo, 2017) https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFuijqq9Vh4Yc3W4FTRh5taxuHFhAbCT/view.

17 Egyptian Front for Human Rights, Explicit Message: Repression Continues, (Cairo, 2018), 
https://egyptianfront.org/research/analytical-reports/explicit-message-repression-continues/
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• Forced Disappearance
Arbitrary and collective arrests were accompanied by the regime’s policy 

of enforced disappearances through detainees in illegal detention centers 
for varying periods of time before being brought before the prosecution. 
During the period of disappearance, the detainees were reported to be sub-
jected to torture and unlawful interrogation, as well as being deprived from 
contact with their lawyers and relatives.

The Interior Ministry has acknowledged the enforced disappearance of 
500 out of 700 persons, whose families had reported that they had been 
forcibly disappeared since 2015, by admitting that they were in detention at 
the time of disappearance, according to Hafez Abu Saada, a member of the 
National Council for Human Rights18  , which counts as an official confession 
by the authorities of committing enforced disappearances 

  19                       

18 Ahram online, “Egypt›s human rights organization refutes claims of forced disappearances“, 
September 12, 2018, http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/311428/Egypt/Politics-/Egypts-hu-
man-rights-organization-refutes-claims-of.aspx 

19  Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms, Third annual report for the Stop Enforced 
Disappearance campaign, (Cairo, 2018), https://stopendis.org/?p=6096.
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• Torture 
Since he came to power, Sisi has resorted to the systematic use of tor-

ture which led to death in many cases20. Officers resort to psychological and 
physical torture, ranging from beatings and electric shocks to threatening 
to harm a person or his family as a means of forcing defendants to confess 
to the charges against them. And as a result of the authorities’ disregard or 
denial of torture complaints, perpetrators of crimes of torture often enjoy 
impunity and escape punishment21. 

22                            

As a conclusion and after more than five years since the military coup, the 
Egyptian authorities has used the slogan of the war on terror as a crude pre-
text for violating the rights of citizens, including the right to life, the prohi-
bition of torture, the prohibition of inhumane and degrading treatment, the 
right of assembly and association, and the right to freedom of expression: 
violations that have been documented by several domestic and international 
human rights reports. This raises direct questions about the Czech Republic’s 
respect for the principles of human rights considering its continued export of 
arms to the Egyptian authorities, which could be used in internal oppression 
and direct violations against citizens.

20 “Torture and Disappearance in Egypt.. the stories behind numbers”, Hader Almahda-
wi, Mada Masr, May 12, 2016 https://madamasr.com/ar/2016/05/12/feature/%D8%B3%D9%8A
%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B0%D9%8A%D8
%A8-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A1-
%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D9%82%D8%B5%D8%B5-%D9%85%D8%A7-
%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7/ .

21	 Human	Rights	Watch,	“We	Do	Unreasonable	Things	Here”	Torture	and	National	Security	in	al-Sisi’s	
Egypt,	(USA,	2017),	https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/egypt0917_web.pdf. 

22  The Egyptian Coordination for Rights and Freedoms, The Scream of a Nation: Harvest of the 
year 2017, (Cairo, 2017) https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFuijqq9Vh4Yc3W4FTRh5taxuHFhAbCT/view
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 Section II: The Czech
 republic`s obligations
 with regards to its arms
trade

Arms trade control is the duty of each state participating in international 
commercial transactions, and in their trade, states must ensure that human 
rights are respected. According to the Arms Trade Treaty signed by the 
Czech Republic, the duty to respect human rights in the arms trade stems 
from customary international law, criminal international law, human rights 
treaties as well as treaties regulating arms trade.

During the conclusion of arms trade agreements, states must observe 
conventions, treaties and charters on human rights, such as the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, the Geneva Conventions, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. EU member states have a duty to comply 
with European Union law, in accordance with the principle of the supremacy 
of EU law over national law, according to which Member States have to 
harmonize their domestic laws in accordance with the European Union law.

We discuss in this section the legal framework for the commitments of the 
Czech Republic regarding the respect of human rights in the context of arms 
trade. The first part addresses the local laws of the Czech Republic regulating 
Arms Trade and its export process. The second part tackles the international 
and regional commitments of the Czech Republic in the area of arms trade, 
as well as the conditions that must be observed and met before exporting 
arms, especially with regard to the human rights situation in the importing 
country, while the third part addresses the decisions and conclusions of the 
European Union on exporting weapons to Egypt since July 2013. 

 First: The national law of the Czech Republic governing
the regulation of arms trade

Law 38/1994 regulates foreign trade in military materials23.  The arms trade 
in the Czech Republic is under the control of four ministries: Ministry of De-

23 Act on Foreign Trade in Military Material and on Amendment to Act No. 455/1991 Coll., On 
Trade Licensing (Trade Act), as amended, and Act No. 140/1961 Coll., last login: July 14, 2019, https://
www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/1994-38

https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/1994-38
https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/1994-38
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fense, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Interior and Ministry of Indus-
try and Trade, which holds the final opinion in issuing or rejecting the export 
authorization.

Article 6 (2) of Law 38/1994 provides that “the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade shall give permission to (export) after taking binding opinions from 
the authorities concerned, which are:

Ministry of Foreign Affairs: in terms of foreign policy interests of the Czech 
Republic, and adherence to international treaties and Czech membership in in-
ternational organizations.

Ministry of the Interior: in terms of public order, security and protection of 
citizens.

Ministry of Defense: in terms of securing the defense of the Czech Republic. 

 Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

 Ministry of Industry
and Trade

 Ministry of the
Interior

 Ministry of
Defense

The law regulates the licensing of Czech arms exports to other countries. 
Where legal entities apply for a license to the Ministry of Industry and Trade, 
which decides, with the ministries provided for in Article 6 (2), whether or not 
to grant the license. Article 18 of Law 38/1994 states that the Ministry does 
not grant the license in case «the applicant violates the provisions of this law 
or the law of the European Union, or the international treaties of the Czech 
Republic with regard to trade or dealing with military equipment.»

the cycle of granting
an export license

Despite that the Czech law doesn’t explicitly mention conditions regarding 
the ban on arms exports to countries with a record of grave violations 
of human rights, it does indicate at several points its commitment to 
international conventions and the European law, which imposes restrictions 
on the country in granting permits for arms exports to countries that use 
these weapons in acts of internal oppression. 
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 Second: International and Regional obligations of the
Czech Republic concerning the regulation of arms trade

• The Arms Trade Treaty (2014)
The Arms Trade Treaty has adopted several standards on human rights and 

prohibited acts, which the Czech Republic, as a member state, must take into 
account when signing arms export agreements with other countries, where 
it is prohibited to allow the export of arms to certain countries that practice 
any of the prohibited acts provided for, or indicates the risk of a human 
rights violation under the treaty.

The Arms Trade Treaty regulates the transfer of arms among its member 
States. The Czech Republic has signed the Arms Trade Treaty in June 2013 
and ratified it in September 2014, which makes it legally binding. The Treaty 
defines the «international arms trade» as including exports, imports, transit, 
re-shipment and brokering24.

According to the Arms Trade Treaty, conventional weapons covered by 
trade in accordance with article 2 (1) include:

• Battle tanks
• Armored combat vehicles
• Large-scale artillery systems
• Combat aircraft
• Offensive helicopters
• War vessels
• Missiles and missile launchers
• Small arms and light weapons

Considering that most of the arms exported from the Czech Republic to 
Egypt are light weapons (rifles and pistols), which are part of the Arms Trade 
Treaty, respect for human rights must be one of the basic principles of the 
Arms Trade Agreement. Principle 5 of the set of principles provided for in the 
Arms Trade Treaty calls for “Respecting and ensuring respect for internation-
al humanitarian law in accordance with, inter alia, the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949, and respecting and ensuring respect for human rights in accordance 
with, inter alia, the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights.”

The treaty expressly prohibits arms trade to countries that violate human 
rights. Article 6 (3) of the treaty states: “A State Party shall not authorize 
any transfer of conventional arms covered if it has knowledge at the time of 
authorization that the arms or items would have been used in the commis-
sion of genocide, crimes against humanity, grave breaches of the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949, attacks directed against civil objects or civilians pro-
tected as such, or other war crimes as defined by international agreements 
to which it is a Party.”

24 Arms Trade Treaty, last login: July 14, 2019, https://www.thearmstradetreaty.org/treaty-text.
html 

https://www.thearmstradetreaty.org/treaty-text.html
https://www.thearmstradetreaty.org/treaty-text.html
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After ascertaining that the export is not prohibited under Article 6, the 
State shall conduct the “export assessment” process, in which it assesses sev-
eral possibilities, and the exporting State Party does not authorize the export 
if there is a significant risk that any of the negative consequences will occur.r.

According to Article 7 of the treaty, the State assesses exports by means of 
whether such weapons:

• would contribute to or undermine peace and security;
• could be used to:

1- commit or facilitate a serious violation of international humani-
tarian law;

2- commit or facilitate a serious violation of international human 
rights law;

3- commit or facilitate an act constituting an offence under inter-
national conventions or protocols relating to terrorism to which the 
exporting State is a Party; or

4- commit or facilitate an act constituting an offence under inter-
national conventions or protocols relating to transnational organized 
crime to which the exporting State is a Party.

The treaty adds in Article 7(4) that the exporting State Party, in making 
this assessment, shall take into account the risk of the conventional arms cov-
ered being used to commit or facilitate serious acts of gender-based violence 
or serious acts of violence against women and children.

• The Unified Position of the EU Council CFSP/944/2008 

The Czech law refers to the unified position of the EU Council as one of 
the regional obligations of the Czech Republic regarding Arms Trade. The EU 
Council adopted its unified position 944/200825, targeting the establishment 
of unified high standards for the management and restriction of the transfer 
of technology and military equipment by Member States. The Council states 
in Article 4 that: “Member States are determined to prevent the export of 
military technology and equipment which might be used for internal repres-
sion or international aggression or contribute to regional instability”

The unified position has established eight criteria for member states to 
commit to in the international trade of military equipment and technolo-
gy. The second criterion provides for the respect of the importing state for 
human rights and international humanitarian law, and that after assessing 
the attitude of the importing state towards the principles established in in-
ternational human rights mechanisms, Member States shall deny an export 
licence if there is a clear risk that the military technology or equipment to 
be exported might be used for internal repression. In the sense that arms 
should not be exported if there is evidence of the latter’s use of them in in-
ternal repression. According to this treaty, Internal repression is defined as 
torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment, 

25 COUNCIL COMMON POSITION 2008/944/CFSP of 8 December 2008 defining common rules gov-
erning control of exports of military technology and equipment https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-con-
tent/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32008E0944&from=EN

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX
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summary or arbitrary executions, disappearances, arbitrary detentions and 
other major violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms as set 
out in relevant international human rights instruments, including the Uni-
versal Declaration on Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights26.

All which are patterns that are almost identical to the human rights viola-
tions committed by the authorities in Egypt for years, especially against the 
opposition.

•European Law No. 258/2012 against Illicit Manufacturing and Traf-
ficking in Firearms

Law 258/2012 sets a clear framework for arms trade policies in EU coun-
tries. The European Parliament and EU Council adopted this law on March 
14, 201227, for the implementation of article 10 of the United Nations Proto-
col against the Illicit Manufacturing and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts 
and Components and Ammunition. Article 10 of the Act provides that “In 
deciding whether to grant an export authorisation under this Regulation, 
Member States shall take into account all relevant considerations including, 
where appropriate:

(a) their obligations and commitments as parties to the relevant in-
ternational export control arrangements or relevant international trea-
ties;

(b) considerations of national foreign and security policy, including 
those covered by Common Position 2008/944/CFSP;

(c) considerations as to intended end use, consignee, identified final 
recipient and the risk of diversion”.

26 COUNCIL COMMON POSITION 2008/944/CFSP of 8 December 2008 defining common rules gov-
erning control of exports of military technology and equipment https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-con-
tent/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32008E0944&from=EN

27 REGULATION (EU) No 258/2012 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 
14 March 2012, last login: July 14, 2019, https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=O-
J:L:2012:094:0001:0015:EN:PDF 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32008E0944&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32008E0944&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ
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It is conclusive from the above that the unified position of the EU Council 
944/2008 and law 258/2012 have set binding criteria for the Czech Republic 
as a Member State of the EU with regard to its arms trade. Under these laws, 
the Czech Republic is prohibited from exporting arms to States that may use 
it for internal repression and, if there is evidence for that, the Republic is 
required to prohibit the export of arms to that State, which is in conformity 
with the criteria included in the Arms Trade Treaty, that obliges them to pre-
vent exports to countries experiencing a sharp deterioration in their human 
rights record, otherwise this would be a violation of those treaties.

Third: EU Council and European Parliament resolutions 
regarding Egypt since July 2013

The most prominent decisions of the EU 
Council of Foreign Affairs and the European 
Parliament on Egypt after July 2013

With the escalation of violations committed by the Egyptian authorities 
against the opposition after July 2013, the EU Council of Foreign Affairs and 
the European Parliament issued a number of resolutions concerning Egypt, 
which demanded the suspension of arms exports to it based on the escala-
tion of human rights violations.
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The most prominent of these decisions was the Council’s decision on Au-
gust 21, 2013, which stated that “the recent operations of the Egyptian secu-
rity forces were disproportionate and led to a large and unacceptable num-
ber of murders and injuries.” Accordingly, the EU Member States agreed “to 
suspend Egypt’s export licenses for any equipment that could be used for 
internal repression and to reassess export licenses for equipment covered 
by the Unified Position (944/2008 / CFSP) and to review security aids with 
Egypt.28” 

On February 10, 2014, the EU Foreign Affairs Coun-
cils reaffirms its decision of suspending export licenses 
to Egypt. These outcomes came in reaction to the vio-
lence that took place during the constitutional refer-
endum and commemoration of the third anniversary 
of the revolution, as the police used disproportionate 
force against the protests by the opposition. The Coun-
cil called on the Egyptian government at the time to 
“investigate the killing of protesters and all events of 
violence since 30 June,” as well as demand of the Gov-
ernment to fulfil its promise and to conduct an indepen-
dent and transparent investigation into these events29. 

On July 17, 2014, the EU Parliament passed a res-
olution expressing its concern and condemnation for 
the suppression of the opposition, journalists, human 
rights defenders and civil society workers. The Parlia-
ment called for “an expanded ban within the Europe-
an Union on the export of surveillance technology that 
can be used in espionage and repression of citizens as 
well as export of security equipment or military aid that can be used to sup-
press peaceful protests”30. 

On January 15, 2015, the EU Parliament renewed its demand for a ban 
on the export of security equipment and military aid that could be used in 
the  suppression of  peaceful protests or against the strategic and security 
interests of the European Union. The resolution included the parliament`s 
expression of “grave concern about continuing restrictions on fundamental 
rights”. More than 40,000 people have been arrested after unprecedented 
crackdowns and nearly 1,400 people have been killed as a result of the exces-
sive use of force by the security forces31.

28 The Council of the European Union, Council Conclusions on Egypt, (Brussels, August 21, 
2013), https://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138599.pdf?fb-
clid=IwAR3iT1Lp_Ja5t4I6mneOycn7DCkXfXzEED0lJbT6AtxnJdxnFtlAXWELXU0 

29 The Council of the European Union, Council Conclusions on Egypt, (Brussels, February 10, 
2014), https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/28977/140971.pdf 

30 The European Parliament, European Parliament resolution on freedom of expression and as-
sembly in Egypt, (Brussels, July 17, 2014), http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2014-
0007_EN.html?redirect

31 The European Parliament, European Parliament resolution on the situation in Egypt, (Brus-
sels: January 15, 2015), http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2015-0012_EN.html?re-
direct. 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138599.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3iT1Lp_Ja5t4I6mneOycn7DCkXfXzEED0lJbT6AtxnJdxnFtlAXWELXU0
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138599.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3iT1Lp_Ja5t4I6mneOycn7DCkXfXzEED0lJbT6AtxnJdxnFtlAXWELXU0
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/28977/140971.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2014-0007_EN.html?redirect
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2014-0007_EN.html?redirect
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2015-0012_EN.html?redirect
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2015-0012_EN.html?redirect
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And after finding the body of Italian Phd student Julio Regini in a Cairo 
suburb on February 2016, showing signs of being beaten and severely tor-
tured following being disappeared since January 25, 201632,  the European  
parliament passed a resolution on March 10, 2016, calling on its Member 
States to fully respect its “Foreign Affairs Council resolution in August 2013 
on exporting military technology and equipment and cooperation in the 
field of security” and stressed upon the “EU-wide ban of exporting surveil-
lance equipment to Egypt if proven to have been used in committing viola-
tions against human rights.33”

The latest decisions of the European Parliament on 8 February 2018 con-
demned the death sentences in Egypt and called on the Parliament to stop 
their implementation. The Union called for “a clear, firm and unified stance 
towards Egypt ... as long as the state failed to show remarkable progress in 
the human rights record.” That was after the decision pointed to the con-
tinuation of a number of European companies in supplying equipment of 
spying and monitoring, as well as military missions to Egypt34.

These decisions, issued by the highest bodies of the European Union, the 
Council for Foreign Affairs and the European Parliament, clearly demonstrate 
the European Union`s determination to reject the repression and violation of 
citizens` rights in all its forms and manifestations practiced by the Egyptian 
authorities and the desire not to be involved in these violations through 
permanent assertion of the refusal to export military equipment to Egypt, 
which makes the Czech Republic`s breach of these decisions and its continua-
tion of exporting light weapons to Egypt in violation of this consensus.

32 BBC, «Reggini case: Italian prosecutor seeks investigation with five Egyptian officers», Decem-
ber 4, 2018,http://www.bbc.com/arabic/middleeast-46426967

33 The European Parliament, European Parliament resolution on freedom of expression and as-
sembly in Egypt, (Brussels: July 17, 2014), http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2014-
0007_EN.html?redirect 

34 The European Parliament, European Parliament resolution on executions in Egypt, (Brussels, 
February 8, 2018), http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0035_EN.html?redi-
rect 

http://www.bbc.com/arabic/middleeast-46426967
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2014-0007_EN.html?redirect
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2014-0007_EN.html?redirect
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0035_EN.html?redirect
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0035_EN.html?redirect
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Section III: Diplomatic and 
trade relations between Egypt 
and the Czech Republic

This part of the report tackles the mutual relations between the two coun-
tries throughout 2014 until the beginning of 2019, highlighting the presi-
dential and ministerial visits as well as points of cooperation, through track-
ing statements made by Czech`s Foreign affairs ministry regarding Egypt in 
that duration, in addition to focusing on the areas of trade relations and 
military exports between the two countries and highlighting the official fig-
ures contained in the reports of the Ministry of Industry and Trade regarding 
the arms exported to Egypt, in terms of the number of licenses and the value 
of transactions.

First: High Diplomatic Relations despite the expansion of vi-
olations

The diplomatic ties between the Czech Republic and the Egyptian regime 
have witnessed an unpreceded improvement in the years following July 
2013, as the Czech Republic has shown unconditional support for the Egyp-
tian government, especially in terms of military support, under the auspices 
of its support for “fighting terrorism” which naturally ignores the current 
political reality of Egypt and the internal repression practiced by the Egyp-
tian authorities against peaceful opposition from all backgrounds. 

This is reflected in the Czech Foreign Ministry’s condemnation of terrorist 
attacks that took place in Sinai in a statement published in October 2014, 
saying: “The Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns any kind of terror-
ism and expresses its solidarity with all countries struggling to maintain secu-
rity and democracy while committing to and respecting all human rights.35” 

In the following years, however, the Czech Republic ignored Egypt`s mas-
sive human rights violations and it failed to comply with EU institutions` de-
cisions to ban arms exports to Egypt, and continued to export arms to the 
same authorities involved in such abuses.

Over the past five years, Egypt and the Czech Republic have exchanged 
several of these “fruitful” ministerial visits, The Czech official delegations 
have included a number of businessmen in various fields, especially defense 
industries. The two sides also exchanged diplomatic visits between foreign 
ministers and the ministers of industry and trade in both countries. Their 
meetings discussed ways to strengthen relations between the two countries 
in terms of economic relations, trade, armaments and energy. The following 

35 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic, January, 
2015 , https://www.mzv.cz/file/1469012/dokumenty10_12_2014_final.doc&ved=2ahUKEwie_o-7lIPlA-
hUHi1wKHWgjBh8QFjAEegQICBAB&usg=AOvVaw2JIsOud6i4rAetd3zsCOPd&cshid=1570211653398

http://https://www.mzv.cz/file/1469012/dokumenty10_12_2014_final.doc&ved=2ahUKEwie_o-7lIPlAhUHi1wKHWgjBh8QFjAEegQICBAB&usg=AOvVaw2JIsOud6i4rAetd3zsCOPd&cshid=1570211653398
http://https://www.mzv.cz/file/1469012/dokumenty10_12_2014_final.doc&ved=2ahUKEwie_o-7lIPlAhUHi1wKHWgjBh8QFjAEegQICBAB&usg=AOvVaw2JIsOud6i4rAetd3zsCOPd&cshid=1570211653398
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March 2014: The Egyptian Deputy Foreign Minister visited the 
Czech Republic and met with his Czech counterpart36.

June 2014: The Czech Republic`s Foreign Affairs Director of the Presi-
dent̀ s office visited Egypt and met with Sisi and the Foreign Minister37.

April 2015: The Egyptian Foreign Minister visited the Czech Re-
public and met with his counterpart, he also met the Minister 
of Industry and Trade and the Prime Minister38.
January 2016: Czech Republic`s Foreign Minister and Deputy Defence Min-
ister visited Egypt39, as well as businessmen and representatives of the 
Czech arms industry40. They met with the Egyptian Foreign Minister, the 
Minister of Military Production, Major General Al-Asar and President Sisi41. 

April 2016: Czech Republic`s Minister of Industry and Trade vis-
ited Egypt, along with 30 representatives of the business sec-
tor and met with his counterpart and the Minister of Energy42.

August 2017: Czech`s Republic Deputy Minister of Energy vis-
ited Egypt, met his Egyptian counterpart and held some meet-
ings at the Ministry of Defence43.

September 2017: Czech Republic`s Deputy of non-European 
State visited Egypt and met with the Foreign Ministry`s Aide 

36 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Overview of mutual relations since the 
establishment of the Czech Republic, (Prague: MFA, 2014), https://www.mzv.cz/cairo/cz/vzajemne_vz-
tahy/prehled_oficialnich_navstev_od_vzniku_cr/prehled_vzajemnych_styku_od_vzniku_cr.html. 

37 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Overview of mutual relations since the 
establishment of the Czech Republic, (Prague: MFA, 2014), https://www.mzv.cz/cairo/cz/vzajemne_vz-
tahy/prehled_oficialnich_navstev_od_vzniku_cr/prehled_vzajemnych_styku_od_vzniku_cr.html.

38 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Minister Zaorálek Met with his Egyptian 
Counterpart, (Prague: MFA, 2015), https://www.mzv.cz/jnp/en/issues_and_press/archive/events_and_is-
sues/x2015/x2015_04_17_minister_zaoralek_egyptian_minister.html.

39 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, H.E. Mr. Lubomír Zaorálek visited Egypt 
on January 30 – February 1, 2016, (Prague: MFA, 2016, https://www.mzv.cz/cairo/en/bilateral_rela-
tions/h_e_mr_karel_schwarzenberg_visited_egypt/index.html.

40 Confederation of Industry of the Czech Republic, “Business Mission to Egypt and Oman”, Feb-
ruary 2, 2016,  https://www.spcr.cz/en/aktivity/proexportni-servis/podnikatelske-mise-a-seminare/9375-
business-mission-to-egypt-and-oman.

41 Jan V., “Czech delegation aims to further economic, cultural ties with Egypt”, Praha Radio, 
February 1, 2016, https://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/czech-delegation-aims-to-further-econom-
ic-cultural-ties-with-egypt 

42 Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic, Business delegation will accompany the 
Minister Jan Mládek on a business trip to Egypt and Jordan, (Prague, 2016), https://www.mpo.cz/en/
guidepost/for-the-media/press-releases/business-delegation-will-accompany-the-minister-jan-mladek-
on-a-business-trip-to-egypt-and-jordan--172855/.

43 Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic, Deputy Minister KovaCovská discussed 
the opportunities for Czech companies in Egypt, (Prague, 2017), https://www.mpo.cz/cz/rozcestnik/
pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/namestkyne-kovacovska-jednala-v-egypte-o-prilezitostech-pro-ceske-
firmy--231685/.

is a schedule of official visits between Egypt and the Czech Republic from 
2014 to the beginning of 2018 as well as a brief description of the nature of 
participating delegations in these visits:
A look at the most important visits between the Egyptian and the Czech sides:

https://www.mzv.cz/cairo/cz/vzajemne_vztahy/prehled_oficialnich_navstev_od_vzniku_cr/prehled_vzajemnych_styku_od_vzniku_cr.html
https://www.mzv.cz/cairo/cz/vzajemne_vztahy/prehled_oficialnich_navstev_od_vzniku_cr/prehled_vzajemnych_styku_od_vzniku_cr.html
https://www.mzv.cz/cairo/cz/vzajemne_vztahy/prehled_oficialnich_navstev_od_vzniku_cr/prehled_vzajemnych_styku_od_vzniku_cr.html
https://www.mzv.cz/cairo/cz/vzajemne_vztahy/prehled_oficialnich_navstev_od_vzniku_cr/prehled_vzajemnych_styku_od_vzniku_cr.html
https://www.mzv.cz/jnp/en/issues_and_press/archive/events_and_issues/x2015/x2015_04_17_minister_zaoralek_egyptian_minister.html
https://www.mzv.cz/jnp/en/issues_and_press/archive/events_and_issues/x2015/x2015_04_17_minister_zaoralek_egyptian_minister.html
https://www.mzv.cz/cairo/en/bilateral_relations/h_e_mr_karel_schwarzenberg_visited_egypt/index.html
https://www.mzv.cz/cairo/en/bilateral_relations/h_e_mr_karel_schwarzenberg_visited_egypt/index.html
https://www.spcr.cz/en/aktivity/proexportni-servis/podnikatelske-mise-a-seminare/9375-business-mission-to-egypt-and-oman
https://www.spcr.cz/en/aktivity/proexportni-servis/podnikatelske-mise-a-seminare/9375-business-mission-to-egypt-and-oman
https://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/czech-delegation-aims-to-further-economic-cultural-ties-with-egypt
https://www.radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/czech-delegation-aims-to-further-economic-cultural-ties-with-egypt
https://www.mpo.cz/en/guidepost/for-the-media/press-releases/business-delegation-will-accompany-the-minister-jan-mladek-on-a-business-trip-to-egypt-and-jordan--172855/
https://www.mpo.cz/en/guidepost/for-the-media/press-releases/business-delegation-will-accompany-the-minister-jan-mladek-on-a-business-trip-to-egypt-and-jordan--172855/
https://www.mpo.cz/en/guidepost/for-the-media/press-releases/business-delegation-will-accompany-the-minister-jan-mladek-on-a-business-trip-to-egypt-and-jordan--172855/
https://www.mpo.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/namestkyne-kovacovska-jednala-v-egypte-o-prilezitostech-pro-ceske-firmy--231685/
https://www.mpo.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/namestkyne-kovacovska-jednala-v-egypte-o-prilezitostech-pro-ceske-firmy--231685/
https://www.mpo.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/namestkyne-kovacovska-jednala-v-egypte-o-prilezitostech-pro-ceske-firmy--231685/
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for European Affairs44.

October 2018: Czech Republic`s Members of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and National Security 
visited Egypt and met their counterparts in the Egyptian 
Parliament45.

June 2019: Members of the Czech Defense and National Security 
Committee visited their counterparts again in the Egyptian par-
liament46.

Second: Czech Arms Exports to Egypt in numbers
According to annual reports presented by the Czech Republic to the Arms 

Trade Treaty Committee, the Czech Republic is one of two main sources for 
light weapons in Egypt, which include automatic rifles, grenades and pistols, 
some of which are likely to be used by the Egyptian authorities for direct 
oppression and human rights violations in Egypt.

This section presents a statistical analysis of arms exports from the Czech 
Republic to Egypt from 2012 to 2017. It also highlights the low level of trans-
parency with regard to the official data published by the ministries of the 
Czech Republic regarding this type of information.

Transparency 
Official reports and statements don’t provide any detailed information 

of actual arms that had been exported from Czech or its size. Only the total 
figures are what can be obtained from the reports of the Ministry of Indus-
try and Trade, the reports of the Arms Trade Treaty Commission and the 
EU Register reports, making it difficult to track arms exports, and easier for 
exporting countries to evade accountability for the use of these weapons, 
especially the ones experiencing deteriorating human rights conditions.

The Egyptian Front for Human Rights sent an official letter to the Czech 
Republic’s Ministry of Industry and Trade asking for information on the types 
and numbers of arms exported to Egypt in the past years. The Ministry’s 
response was as follows: “The Ministry of Industry and Trade publishes in-
formation on trade in military materials to the extent permitted by law, in 
particular under Law No. 412/2005 Sb, on the protection of confidential in-
formation. With the highest possible transparency, which ensures the pro-
tection of the vital interests of the Czech Republic.”, a response that raises 
serious questions about the nature and concept of transparency standards 
adopted by the Czech Republic and whether terms such as vital interests are 
used to justify the concealment of information about the public.

Weapons Exports
Due to the lack of transparency regarding the types and numbers of arms 
44 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Deputy Minister Tlapa in Sudan and Egypt, 

(Prague: MFA, 2018), https://www.mzv.cz/jnp/en/issues_and_press/archive/events_and_issues/x2017/
x2017_09_24_dm_tlapa_in_sudan_egypt.html

45 Heba Amin, “MPs Defence receive a delegation from the Czech`s Senate, ElWatan, October 9, 
2018, https://www.elwatannews.com/news/details/3714583

46 Nora Fakhry, “Photos…  the Czech Parliament`s Defence Chief stresses his apperciation for the 
Egyptian role in fighting terrorism” ElYoum ElSabe, June 11, 2019,  http://www.youm7.com/4282064 

https://www.mzv.cz/jnp/en/issues_and_press/archive/events_and_issues/x2017/x2017_09_24_dm_tlapa_in_sudan_egypt.html
https://www.mzv.cz/jnp/en/issues_and_press/archive/events_and_issues/x2017/x2017_09_24_dm_tlapa_in_sudan_egypt.html
https://www.elwatannews.com/news/details/3714583
http://www.youm7.com/4282064
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exports in detail, the Egyptian Front relied on the compilation of such data 
by Czech companies for the reports issued to the Czech Ministry of Industry 
and Trade, as well as a number of non-official reports, which stated that in 
2013 arms exported from the Czech Republic to Egypt included 50000 CZ-75 
(Duty handguns), 47hundreds of CZ Scorpion EVO 3A1 rifles48, and 805 BREN 
A1 (Assault rifles)49 . 

 In 2014, an agreement was signed for the export of 50000 CZ-75 P-07 
pistols,50 and 10,000 rounds of 9 mm ammunition,51 the same weapons the 
Egyptian security services had been monitored using.

According to the Ministry of Industry and Trade annual reports52, the li-
censes granted to export arms to Egypt have increased significantly, espe-
cially between 2013-2016 compared to 2012. In 2012, 21 licenses to export 
arms to Egypt were approved by the Czech government. This number rose 
to 32 in 2013, the same year of Rabaa`s sit-in violent dispersal, the military 
coup and the EU arms embargo. In 2014 and 2015, as human rights violations 
escalated in Egypt, the Czech government agreed to give 26 and 28 licenses 
to export arms to Egypt.

47 Czech Television, “Egyptian police with Czech weapons”, February 25, 2014, https://www.
ceskatelevize.cz/ivysilani/1097181328-udalosti/214411000100225/obsah/310522-egyptska-policie-s-ces-
kymi-zbranemi  

48 Steve, J., “Egyptian police buy 130,000 CZ pistols; Mexican federal police purchase CZ rifles 
and pistols”, The Firearm Blog, July 16, 2014, https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2014/07/16/egyp-
tian-police-buy-130000-cz-pistols-mexican-federal-police-purchase-cz-rifles-pistols/. 

49 Steve, J., “Egyptian police buy 130,000 CZ pistols; Mexican federal police purchase CZ rifles 
and pistols”, The Firearm Blog, July 16, 2014, https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2014/07/16/egyp-
tian-police-buy-130000-cz-pistols-mexican-federal-police-purchase-cz-rifles-pistols/. 

50 Steve, J., “Egyptian police buy 130,000 CZ pistols; Mexican federal police purchase CZ rifles 
and pistols”, The Firearm Blog, July 16, 2014, https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2014/07/16/egyp-
tian-police-buy-130000-cz-pistols-mexican-federal-police-purchase-cz-rifles-pistols/.

51 Czech Television, “Egyptian police with Czech weapons”, February 25, 2014, https://www.
ceskatelevize.cz/ivysilani/1097181328-udalosti/214411000100225/obsah/310522-egyptska-policie-s-ces-
kymi-zbranemi 

52 Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic, Annual reports on export control of 
military equipment, small arms for civilian use and dual-use goods and technology in the Czech Re-
public (until 2017), (Prague), https://www.mpo.cz/cz/zahranicni-obchod/licencni-sprava/o-licencni-
sprave/vyrocni-zpravy-o-kontrole-vyvozu-vojenskeho-materialu--rucnich-zbrani-pro-civilni-pouzi-
ti-a-zbozi-a-technologii-dvojiho-uziti-v-cr--238933/ 
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https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2014/07/16/egyptian-police-buy-130000-cz-pistols-mexican-federal-police-purchase-cz-rifles-pistols/
https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2014/07/16/egyptian-police-buy-130000-cz-pistols-mexican-federal-police-purchase-cz-rifles-pistols/
https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2014/07/16/egyptian-police-buy-130000-cz-pistols-mexican-federal-police-purchase-cz-rifles-pistols/
https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2014/07/16/egyptian-police-buy-130000-cz-pistols-mexican-federal-police-purchase-cz-rifles-pistols/
https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2014/07/16/egyptian-police-buy-130000-cz-pistols-mexican-federal-police-purchase-cz-rifles-pistols/
https://www.thefirearmblog.com/blog/2014/07/16/egyptian-police-buy-130000-cz-pistols-mexican-federal-police-purchase-cz-rifles-pistols/
https://www.ceskatelevize.cz/ivysilani/1097181328-udalosti/214411000100225/obsah/310522-egyptska-policie-s-ceskymi-zbranemi
https://www.ceskatelevize.cz/ivysilani/1097181328-udalosti/214411000100225/obsah/310522-egyptska-policie-s-ceskymi-zbranemi
https://www.ceskatelevize.cz/ivysilani/1097181328-udalosti/214411000100225/obsah/310522-egyptska-policie-s-ceskymi-zbranemi
https://www.mpo.cz/cz/zahranicni-obchod/licencni-sprava/o-licencni-sprave/vyrocni-zpravy-o-kontrole-vyvozu-vojenskeho-materialu--rucnich-zbrani-pro-civilni-pouziti-a-zbozi-a-technologii-dvojiho-uziti-v-cr--238933/
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https://www.mpo.cz/cz/zahranicni-obchod/licencni-sprava/o-licencni-sprave/vyrocni-zpravy-o-kontrole-vyvozu-vojenskeho-materialu--rucnich-zbrani-pro-civilni-pouziti-a-zbozi-a-technologii-dvojiho-uziti-v-cr--238933/


Exporting Violations

29

EXPORT OF MILITARY MATERIAL (MPO)

Progress of Czech arms exports to Egypt in the period (2012-2017)

in thousand EURYEAR

2017 13657

2016 41929

2015 3829

2014 19857

2013 24320

2012 5595

According to the same reports, the proceeds of arms exports to Egypt have 
increased significantly since 2013. While the Czech Republic exported arms 
worth 5 million euros in 2012, this figure tripled in 2013, with Egypt importing 
more than 24 million euros worth of arms from the Czech Republic. While 
the peak of arms exports to Egypt is  in 2017, as exports amounted to more 
than 41 million euros.

The following table shows the value of arms exports from the Czech Republic 
to Egypt during 2012-2017

Considering the percentage of arms export to Egypt in comparison with 
the total sum of exports, we find a similar hike in 2012. In 2012, the Czech 
Republic allocated 2.1% of total arms exports to Egypt, which quadrupled in 
2013, with the Czech Republic allocating 8.4% of its arms exports to Egypt, 
Egypt becoming the third largest importer of Czech weapons and the fifth in 
2016 with a 6%, compared to being the 11th importer in 2012.

The following table shows the development of Egypt`s share of exports 
from the Czech Republic and the ranking of Egypt among other countries 
importing arms from the Czech Republic during the period 2012-2017.

Share of military material items in the use of export licences  

The development of Czech weapons imported to Egypt and its 
ranking (in the duration between 2012-2017)

SHARE NumberYEAR

2017 %2.3781 16

2016  %6,0988 5

2015  %0.7024 28

2014 % 4.7430 7

2013 % 8.4792 3

2012 %2.1401 11
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 Section IV: The nature of
 Egypt`s employment of
Czech Arms

In light of the violations previously mentioned, the Egyptian authorities 
appear to be involved in countless violations of its citizens` rights. These vi-
olations involve the executive branch through the security services and the 
judiciary; which does not make an effort to bring officials to justice. The 
Czech government has its share of responsibility as it preferred to maintain 
its trade relations with Egypt while turning a blind eye to its poor record of 
human rights.

The report relied on monitoring the use of Czech weapons by the secu-
rity services such as the CZ Scorpion Evo 3A 1 through analyzing dozens of 
photographs and video clips published by the Ministry of the Interior on its 
official page as well as independent media platforms. The most obvious of 
these were during the break-up of Al-Nahda sit-in on 14 August 2013. 

Through following up with statements of Egyptian and Czech officials, 
the Egyptian government`s quest for acquiring a manufacturing license for 
some Czech weapons inside Egypt such as the CZ 807 rifle has been observed.

 First: Czech Weapons in the hands of Interior Ministry
members

The seriousness of acquiring these weapons and their use by the Egyp-
tian Ministry of the Interior stems from the fact that this ministry is directly 
responsible for internal repression and human rights violations in Egypt, es-
pecially extrajudicial killings, suppression of peaceful protests, forced dis-
appearances, torture and arbitrary detention of opponents, all which are 
systematic violations by the Egyptian authorities.

The first time Czech weapons appeared with members of the Egyptian 
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Ministry of Interior was during the violent dispersal of the Nahda53 sit-in on 
August 14, 2013, which left at least 90 people killed and 613 wounded.

It`s a weapon used by members of the Egyptian police, a weapon manu-
factured by Ceská zbrojovka company, which is a Czech joint stock company 
made up of a number of businessmen, that naturally gets its license for ex-
porting weapons to Egypt from the Czech government54.

Other photos confirm that the interior ministry used the same weapon CZ 
Scorpion Evo 3 A1 in violent oppressive acts towards the opposition follow-
ing July 2013. In January 2014, around 49 were killed, 247 were injured55 and 
1341 were arrested56 in protests commemorating the third anniversary of the 
revolution. In 2015, on the fourth anniversary of the revolution, at least 26 
persons were killed in confrontations between the protesters and the police, 
94 were injured 57and more than 500 people were arrested58 . In January 2016, 
the Association for Freedom of Thought and Expression in Egypt monitored 

53 Almasry Alyoum. 2014. “The 2013 Harvest: Security Forces Break the ‹Ennahdha› Sit. YouTube 
Video. 4 January https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6GOthtK1Fk

54 CZUB, “CZ Scorpion Evo 3 A1”, https://www.czub.cz/en/produkty/samopaly/cz-scorpion-evo-
3-a1.html 

55 “Egypt: 49 killed in clashes on January 25 and the Muslim Brotherhood call for escalation of 
Sunday” CNN January 26, 2014 https://arabic.cnn.com/middleeast/2014/01/26/egypt-violence 

56 Wiki Thawara, Final Report: A record of incidents and victims of the third anniversary of the 
January revolution, (Cairo, 2014)  https://wikithawra.wordpress.com/2014/01/26/report25jan2014/.

57 Wiki Thawara, Final Report: A record of incidents and victims of the third anniversary of the 
January revolution, (Cairo, 2014) https://wikithawra.wordpress.com/2014/01/26/report25jan2014/.

58 The Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms, on the anniversary of the January 25 rev-
olution, the killing continues, (Cairo, 2015) https://www.ec-rf.net/?p=70.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6GOthtK1Fk
https://www.czub.cz/en/produkty/samopaly/cz-scorpion-evo-3-a1.html
https://www.czub.cz/en/produkty/samopaly/cz-scorpion-evo-3-a1.html
https://arabic.cnn.com/middleeast/2014/01/26/egypt-violence
https://wikithawra.wordpress.com/2014/01/26/report25jan2014/
https://wikithawra.wordpress.com/2014/01/26/report25jan2014/
https://www.ec-rf.net/?p=70
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the arrests of at least 164 people - mostly from Cairo (57 person)- during the 
breaking up of protests on the revolution`s anniversary59.

It can be argued that the visible part of the Ministry of the Interior`s vio-
lations, such as the violent suppression of peaceful protests, is the tip of the 
iceberg, which hides underneath the larger and more serious violations such 
as liquidations, extrajudicial killings, forced disappearances of the opposi-
tion as well as their physical and psychological torture to extort confessions 
out of them, which in many cases lead to their  death. All these are violations 
practiced by the authorities in a systematic manner, mostly by the Ministry of 
Interior that uses Czech weapons in these practices. 

For instance, members of the Interior Ministry liquidated 10 people in 
North Sinai`s Arish on January 12, 2017 in retaliation for killing 8 people 
in the firefighters ambush in Arish. The ministry said that those who were 
liquidated were involved in killing policemen in North Sinai and that they 
started firing as soon as the forces approached them, which led to their kill-
ing, according to a statement by the ministry60. The statement provoked the 
elders of the tribes these men belonged to, who discredited the official story 
confirming that their relatives were already detained by the security services 
before their liquidations, demanding an investigation into the matter61.

The photo below shows men from the security directorate of North Sinai, 
of the ministry of the interior, a few days after this incident carrying the 
Czech weapon  CZ SCORPION EVO 3 A1 in a promotional video published 
by the official page of the Interior Ministry on January 24, 2017, which casts 
doubts about the likelihood of using the weapon in this incident and others.

(A photo displaying members of the interior ministry carrying CZ SCORPION EVO 3 
AI in the anniversary of the January revolution in North Sinai, 201762)

59 “The Bitter taste of memory.. A report on Egypt`s procedures and decisions in prepara-
tion for January 25 2016” AFTE Organization, (Cairo, 2016) https://afteegypt.org/publications_
org/2016/02/11/11760-afteegypt.html

60 Mahmoud Abdel Radi, «Ministry of Interior: the liquidation of 10 terrorists in Sinai accused 
of targeting ambush brigadier in Arish», the seventh day, January 13, 2017,  http://www.youm7.
com/3053632

61 BBC, «Tribes in the city of El Arish, Egypt announces  “civil disobedience” will begin next Sat-
urday,February 7, 2017,http://www.bbc.com/arabic/middleeast-38897318  

62 Egyptian Ministry of the Interior, «Letter from Sinai: Officers and North Sinai Dispatch 
Send Letter at the 65th Police Day», YouTube  Video, January 24, 2017, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_hDbsxP5ILc  

https://afteegypt.org/publications_org/2016/02/11/11760-afteegypt.html
https://afteegypt.org/publications_org/2016/02/11/11760-afteegypt.html
http://www.youm7.com/3053632
http://www.youm7.com/3053632
http://www.bbc.com/arabic/middleeast-38897318
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hDbsxP5ILc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hDbsxP5ILc
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 Second: The Egyptian  Government en route for
manufacturing Czech arms

Statements by Egyptian and Czech 
officials show the Egyptian govern-
ment`s desire to manufacture  thou-
sands of Czech weapons through ob-
taining a license to manufacture types 
of weapons within the factories of the 
armed forces, indicating  the ambition 
of the Ministry of Military Production 
to develop its armament, which may 
allow it to expand its independent ex-
port to other countries later. 

The Egyptian Ministry of Military 
Production is in the process of obtain-
ing a license to manufacture a number 
of tactical weapons inside the military 
factories in Egypt, mainly the CZ 807 ri-
fle63, according to statements made in 
February 2016 by Lubomir Kovarík, the 

CEO of Ceská zbrojovka. This can also be understood from the statement 
made by the Czech Foreign Ministry at the end of January 2016 after a meet-
ing between the Egyptian Minister of Military Production and a number of 
defense industry men in which he said that there will be cooperation in the 
development of the Egyptian military production capabilities and that they 
are interested in the transfer of Czech military production technology to 
Egypt64.

63 Denik.cz, “Ceská zbrojovka is going to produce assault rifles and pistols in Egypt”, February 16, 2016, 
https://www.denik.cz/ekonomika/ceska-zbrojovka-se-chysta-vyrabet-v-egypte-utocne-pusky-i-pistole-30160214-
vmna.html.

64 Al-Hayah Channel «Hayat Al-Youm - Minister of Military Production | The Czech Republic stood 
next to Egypt on June 30 and there are strong relations between the two countries,» YouTube Video, 31 
January 2016, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_gm-1uzPWw 

An upclose photo of a CZ 
807 Czech Rifle that Egypt 
seeks obtaining locally

http://Denik.cz
https://www.denik.cz/ekonomika/ceska-zbrojovka-se-chysta-vyrabet-v-egypte-utocne-pusky-i-pistole-30160214-vmna.html
https://www.denik.cz/ekonomika/ceska-zbrojovka-se-chysta-vyrabet-v-egypte-utocne-pusky-i-pistole-30160214-vmna.html
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_gm-1uzPWw
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According to the company`s director, 
the manufacturing license involves the 
Egyptian side assembling Czech compo-
nents in Egypt. At a later stage, the as-
sembly will include parts manufactured 
in the Czech Republic and others man-
ufactured in Egypt. This was confirmed 
by statements made by Egypt`s Minister 
of Military Production Mohamed Saeed 
El-Assar in a TV show in January 2017, as he said that his ministry is produc-
ing a number of weapons on its own (The Military Production Ministry owns 
several factories producing weapons used by the army). He added that the 
ministry can cooperate with a foreign state for building factories in Egypt 
and help provide the required technology, and it can contract on compo-
nents that the ministry will collect and develop until it produces 100%  Egyp-
tian weapons65. 

TThe risk of this Egyptian endeavor for acquiring the license, then manu-
facturing these arms or ones similar to it independently from the Czech Re-
public, is that the Egyptian regime then will be able to expand its arms trade 
using these weapons, which could later reach countries with a lesser record 
of democracy and more disregard for human rights, in the regional and in-
ternational sphere of Egypt, a matter that is already aspired to by the Egyp-
tian authorities, according to statements by the minister of military produc-
tion, 66and the vice-president of the Arab Organization for Industrialization67.

Concluding from the above, the nature of the Egyptian authorities’ view 
of Czech weapons shows that, apart from using them in practices that vio-
late the rights of Egyptian citizens, they seek to obtain licenses to invest in 
the development of the Egyptian arsenal, thus helping to expand its econ-
omy later, through the export of modern weapons, which exceeds internal 
repression and advances into a threat of international peace and security.

65 OnLive, «Al Wasl - Dialogue of the Minister of Military Production on Energy Projects and Development Rates 
in Egypt ..» Mohammed Al-Assar «, YouTube Video, 2:42, January 23, 2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HY9k-
bQkETHg 

66 Extra News, «Press Conference to Announce Details of launching the First International Ex-
hibition in Egypt for Industries», YouTube Video, December 11, 2017, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=eTEIV2U-mAY&feature=shar

67  ART ARABIC, «IDEC 2018 in Egypt», YouTube Video, December 4, 2018,https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Hnnec1o2ti0

Mohamed Saeed El-Assar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HY9kbQkETHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HY9kbQkETHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTEIV2U-mAY&feature=shar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTEIV2U-mAY&feature=shar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hnnec1o2ti0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hnnec1o2ti0
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 Conclusion and
Recommendations

Despite the involvement of the current Egyptian authorities in committing 
violations against human rights since July 2013, the Czech Republic continues 
to export weapons to Egypt, not only that but it is working on helping 
it acquire a licence of manufacturing these weapons, which confirms the 
decline of respect for human rights against the material benefits that the 
current government gains from these deals. Serious questions have been 
raised about whether the Czech government ascertains that its exported 
arms are used in committing violations inside Egypt. 

The Czech Republic is in breach of its regional and international 
commitments by exporting weapons to Egypt, according to the Arms Trade 
Treaty and the EU Council’s Unified Position regarding the regulation of the 
Arms Trade which bans exporting arms to countries where internal repression 
and violations of human rights occur, such as Egypt, noting that the violations 
by the authorities have escalated since July 2013. New patterns of violations 
emerged such as extrajudicial killings, violent dispersal of protests, forced 
disappearance, and systemic torture, all of which have not raised alarm for 
the Czech government exporting light weapons to Egypt, to the contrary, 
the export transactions witnessed a marked increase in the duration of 2013-
2017. 
With evidence of using Czech weapons such as CZ Scorpion Evo 3 A1 
by the Egyptian security services in violent violations such as dispersing 
the Nahda sit-in in 2013 that killed at least 90 people, the Czech 
authorities is required by the Czech, European and international 
public opinion to disclose the details of weapons exported to Egypt 
and to explain its criteria for assessing the human rights situation, and 
make sure that they do not contribute to violations committed by the 
Egyptian authorities against citizens.
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Based on the above, the Egyptian Front presents a 
number of recommendations: 

1- The Czech government must halt its export of light weapons 
to Egypt as they are used in committing violations and suspend 
its support for the Egyptian government in committing more 
atrocities.   

2- The Czech Ministry of Industry and Trade must abide by 
transparency regarding its arms trade and disclose details of 
deals and transactions with Egypt as well as a clarification of 
the standards followed before releasing export licenses, and the 
extent of its monitoring of the Egyptian authorities usages of 
these arms in committing rights violations. 

3- The Czech Parliament has to establish an independent 
committee with the participation of civil society organisations 
to monitor arms deals concluded by the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade with the Egyptian government in order to maintain 
that the government commits to the Arms Trade Treaty and its 
commitment as a Member State of the EU. 

4- The European Parliament must ensure that Member States 
comply with the EU’s Unified Position, the resolutions of the EU 
Council and the European Parliament, and adopt binding legal 
formulas for Member States prohibiting them from exporting 
weapons to States where the authorities carry out internal 
repression and violations of human rights.

5- The Egyptian government must immediately stop its 
violations against Egyptian citizens and refrain from holding the 
slogan of the “War on terror” to justify such violations.
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Attachments
1- A letter from the Egyptian Front to Czech’s Ministry of Industry 

and Trade requesting clarifications detailing the types and amount of 
arms exported to Egypt.

I am writing on behalf of the Egyptian Front for Human Rights, a non-
governmental organization in the Czech Republic, which monitors the human 
rights situation in Egypt and seeks to improve it and inform the public about 
current challenges. We are now preparing a report on the export of Czech 
weapons to Egypt and the form of their final use. We would therefore like 
to request additional information that is not publicly available. Of course it 
is legally possible to provide this information.

Annual reports on export control of military equipment show the number 
and categories of licenses, including their financial value, as well as their 
actual use. However, we did not find accurate data regarding the types of 
weapons exported by the Czech Republic to Egypt, as well as their quantities. 
We would therefore like to ask you to verify this information, if available 
somewhere, or ask you to provide this information if this type of information 
can be provided.
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2- The Ministry’s response to the letter, in which it refuses to disclose 
any additional details, under the pretext of the Czech’s Republic vital 
interests. 

Regarding your attached e-mail, we would like to inform you that the 
Ministry of Industry and Commerce publishes information on foreign trade 
in military material to the extent permitted by relevant legislation, in 
particular Act No. 412/2005 Coll Confidential Information, as amended, and 
its implementing regulations.

Furthermore, in the light of the other information mentioned above, 
the scope of the information provided provides the maximum level of 
transparency while protecting the important interests of the Czech Republic.
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