Arbitrary
Violations

Follow up report

on violations of the
defendants’ rights

in the state security case
1338/2019

Those arrested in connection
with the September 20 protests

EFHRY,  £GYPTIAN FRONT
> 4 FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

m



Arbitrary Violations

Follow up report on violations of the defendants’ rights in the
state security case 1338/2019 Those arrested in connection with
the September 20 protests

A report by

Egyptian Front for Human Rights
www.egyptianfront.org
info@egyptianfront.org

Kounicova 42, Brno, 60200,

Czech Republic

+420 773 213 198

Cover photo: Ahmed Hishmat

All printing and publication rights reserved under Creative Com-

mons license 4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

November, 2019



http://www.egyptianfront.org
mailto:info@egyptianfront.org
http://https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


http://https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/



Contents

Case Overview
The right to personal security
The right to communicate with the outside world

The right to humane treatment and freedom from
torture

Conclusion

Attachments

O o wvi H

11



Case Overview

Several protests broke out on September 20 in a number of Egyptian gover-
norates, including Cairo, Alexandria, Suez and Giza, demanding the departure
of Egyptian President Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi, following the end of the super match
between the two largest football teams in the Egyptian league, Al-Ahly and
Zamalek. The protests came against the backdrop of the campaign launched by
several personalities against the Egyptian regime through social media platforms
starting with the contractor Mohamed Ali, who ran a company that entered
into several contracts with the Egyptian army, and accused partners from the re-
gime of not paying him back over 10 million dollars in compensation for his ser-
vices. The videos have resonated widely in the Egyptian street, amounting to the
response of the Egyptian President saying that they are serious allegations and
confirmed his sincerity and honesty'. At the same time, Sinai activist / Mosaad
Abu Fagr, who was close to the regime, published a series of videos accusing
the Egyptian regime of exploiting the Sinai case for personal and political gain,
denying that it was an ongoing war on terrorism.

As a result, there was a massive arrest campaign, either on September 20 or
later. Security forces arrested hundreds of people from September 20, the first
prosecution to begin on September 22, and arrests lasted for more than ten
days. The Egyptian Front had published a list of the defendants pending the
case 13382, which included almost all of the arrested in this period, according
to the latest census of the defendants, who amounted to 2097 defendants ac-
cused of being

e Accomplices to a terrorist group in order to achieve its goals

e The establishment of a social networking site to promote the
ideas of that group

e Spreading and broadcasting false news
e Joining a group to organize a demonstration without a license.

Through following up the case with 49 defendants who were contacted by
their lawyers, we found that there is a prominent pattern in which the course
of the case happened. All defendants, except one, were subjected to enforced
disappearance before being brought before the prosecution, and some report-
ed being subjected to physical abuse as well as psychological abuse during the
period of their disappearance. Most defendants were denied their right to com-

1 AlGhad Channel, Watch.. The response of President Abdel Fattah Alsisi to Mohamed Ali>s accusations.

September 14, 2019 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_ijwK4Xyz8
2 The Egyptian Front For Human Rights, count of defendants interrogated during the September 20 protests, October
5, 2019. _https://web.facebook.com/egyptianfront.org/photos/a.291148347958470/646171775789457/?type=3&theater
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municate with their relatives or lawyers. Upon arrest, more than one defendant
reported that they were not even protesting during the arrest, and that the ar-
rest and habeas corpus came on suspicion and after searching their cell phones.

The Right to Personal Security

The indiscriminate arrest of defendants and stopping them on the street for
searching is a key pattern in the course of the case, which the emergency law
gives the necessary legal cover. According to one of the lawyers, 15 defendants
reported that their arrest was indiscriminate and not in during protests, while
the lawyer of one of the defendants pointed out that the arrest of his client
came from the governor of Port Said, especially after filming a famous video of
a security group that came at night to arrest him, and their failure to do so. He
was arrested two days later in front

of his home, yet there were official

documents confirming his partici-
pation in a demonstration.

According to the lawyers of the
defendants pending the case, most
of them are from Cairo, they were
pulled over in a complete indiscrim-
inate manner, without abiding by
the rules of arrest in which the per-
son is accused of demonstrating, as
they must be caught in the act. The same applies to the situation in Alexandria,
which witness fierce protests where the clashes with the security forces lasted
for hours, but most of those arrested, as evidenced by the statements, were
stopped and searched. As for Suez, the city witnessed protests in Al Erbeen
Square and arrest warrants for the defendants from their homes. In Port Said,




there was the most famous of which was the case of the lawyer who published
a video of security men dressed in civil clothes, who came to arrest him at night
but he refused to open the door which they couldn’t break as it was iron. He
asked them for the arrest warrant or the prosecution order, so they denied that
they were going to arrest him, which was proven false as he was arrested two
days later outside his house and beaten in the presence of his wife before he
was moved to an unidentified place.

The places of arrest are largely common, 9 out of 13 defendants were arrest-
ed in Downtown Cairo. The days starting September 20 until the beginning of
last October witnessed several indiscriminate arrests of ordinary civilians walk-
ing down the street, with a focus on vital areas that saw earlier demonstrations
such as Tahrir Square and Abdel Moneim Riad Square.

The Right to Communicate with the outside world

«Personal freedom is a natural right, shall be protected and may not
be infringed upon. Except for the case of being caught in flagrante
delicto, it is not permissible to arrest, search, detain, or restrict the
freedom of anyone in any way except by virtue of a reasoned judicial
order that was required in the context of an investigation. Every
person whose freedom is restricted shall be immediately notified of
the reasons therefore; shall be informed of his/her rights in writing;
shall be immediately enabled to contact his/her relatives and lawyer;
and shall be brought before the investigation authority within twenty

four (24) hours as of the time of restricting his/her freedom.»

Article 54 of the Egyptian Constitution

Twenty-six defendants who were documented with their lawyers were sub-
jected to enforced disappearance for varying periods of two to eight days before
being brought to the prosecution, despite the exceptional number of indiscrim-
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inate arrests which explains why it took time to bring them before the prosecu-
tion. The arresting officers did not help the defendants communicate with either
their lawyers or relatives. There are many cases in which lawyers was surprised
that their clients are being brought before the prosecution, without their prior
knowledge of that. However, the list of defendants documented by the Egyp-
tian Front lacks confirmation that investigations took place in the absence of a
lawyer. All of the defendants documented were brought before the prosecution

in the presence of a lawyer.

Enforced disappearance «is considered to be the arrest, detention,
abduction or any other form of deprivation of liberty by agents
of the State or by persons or groups of persons acting with the
authorization, support or acquiescence of the State, followed by a
refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by concealment
of the fate or whereabouts of the disappeared person, which place

such a person outside the protection of the law.»

Article 2 of the International Convention for
the protection of all persons from enforced
disappearance’.

The duration of forced disappearance

being brought to the prosecution ‘
@ ‘c ‘ Number of

Over a From 3 Less than  defendants who
week days to a 3 days reported being
week subjected to forced

disappearance

Most of the defendants we have documented statement from said they were
forcibly disappeared in AlGabl AlAhmar Camp, where 17 defendants said they
were there before being brought to the prosecution in an official interrogation
while 5 defendants from outside of Cairo said they were detained in police stations
or state security headquarters, one of the defendants said he was in a security
camp in Suez and another said he was illegally detained in the state security
headquarters in Alexandria. Two defendants said they were detained in Shubra
Alkhiema police station and one said he was in the state security headquarters of
Beni Sweif. Three defendants stated that they were in torra during their forced

3 Egypt did not sign the International Convention for the protection of all persons from enforced disappear-
ance despite it being issued in 2010
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disappearance, while only one defendant could not identify the place where he
was placed for two days before being brought to the prosecution.

Number of Defendants who said they had been forcibly disappeared

Detention Place

® 000 0

AlGabl AIAh- State Security Torrah Police UnKnown
mar Camp Headquarters Stations

The right to humane treatment and freedom from torture

Nine defendants confirmed that they had been physically or psychologically
abused by their captives. One of the defendants reported being subjected to
electric shocks, beatings and kicking in different parts of his body inside his
place of detention, following his arrest. Another defendant also said that he
was beaten and handcuffed from his back, another recounted that he had been
beaten and insults once he was arrested, and reported also of having been
subjected to humuliating insults and beatings by legs and sticks as well as being
threatened, with signs of torture showing on his body, according to his lawyer.
While torture signs do not appear on the bodies of the rest of the defendants
to allow for issuing a fornsic report that investigates the charges of torture,
according to lawyers.



Conditions of places of detention

Most of the defendants arrested in Cairo were deported to the AlGabl
AlAhmar, Salam and Torrah camps, but most were in AlGabl Ahamar camp
which belongs to the armed forces.The rest were distributed to police stations
or state security headquarters, according to more than one lawyer who attended
the prosecutions investigation of the defendants.

While the defendants were in these unofficial places of detention, access to
food was almost impossible. Detention officers did not provide detainees with
any kind of food, in addition to overcrowding in the detention centers due to
the exceptionally high number of detainees. The defendants have also been
denied access to clothing or hygiene items, as well as the necessary treatment
or medical examination at the beginning of any detention, which was a very
critical condition for the patients who were in dire need of their medicines. It
is worth mentioning that the only cases that did not suffer from the problem
of overcrowding was the defendants who were detained incommunicado to
confront a fate worse than prison overcrowding.



Conclusion

Despite that this report depended on following up with only 49 defendants
that their cases were documented through direct communication with their
lawyers who have attended their interrogation sessions, The Egyptian Front
confirms that the pattern of violations in this case are not an exception to other
cases. The patterns of violations included breaching the right to personal security
through their indiscriminate arrest, and the right to communication with the
outside world through their enforced disappearance, which took place during
the period which followed their arrest, not giving them access to contact their
lawyers before being brought to the prosecution in addition to physical and
psychological abuse during the time of their detention. All which are similar to
violations that a large number of other defendants have been subjected to. If
the report only outlined a limited number of cases, violating the defendant’s
right to judicial process is not unusual in recent times, especially if it is related to
terrorism offenses or violation of the Protest Law.

The Egyptian Front emphasizes that respect for the law by those responsible for
applying it, especially in the course of litigation, is the best way to obtain justice
and respect for the law by the convicts. The Egyptian Front calls for a speedy
resolution of the cases of the defendants in State Security case 1338 of 2019,
conducting investigations into the violations against them, and implementing
mechanisms to preserve the defendants rights guaranteed by the Constitution
and the law.
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Attachments

Table 1 :Clarifies the statements of the defendants whose
depostions has been documented

Full Name Age Job Residence Maritial Status
(Area / Gover-
norate)
1 AbdelRahman 27 | Microbus Driver | Badr City Single
Mahmoud Rezk
2 | Mohmed Sobhi 21 Street Vendor AlObour Single
Mohamed Hussein
3 Khaled Ahmed 19 Student and 6 October Single
Mohamed owner of acces-
sories stores
4 | Mohamed Abdel | 22 Handyman of AlSabtia Single
Galil Yousef Yosef underground
tubes
5 | Osama Galal Abel | 33 | Employee at Sa-| AlQaluibia Married
Rahman dat Academy
6 | Mohmed Ali Sa- | 24 Wall Painter 6 October Married
louma
7 | Mohamed Ahmed | 26 | Undetermined | Undeter- Single
Mostafa Kamal mined
8 | Abdel Al Mah- 26 | Employee ata | AlWaraq Single
moud Abdel Al Clothes Shop
9 | Mostfa Hady Mo- | 27 | Undetermined Maadi Single
stafa
10 | Mostafa Fathi Ab- | 21 Fixer of Car Berk EIK- Single
del Ghany Glass heim
11 | Saeed Fathy Mad- | 24 | Undetermined Shubra Single
booly Alkhiema
12| Abdallah Mo- 18 Student Al Qalyubia Single
hamed Fathi
13 | Mohamed Ibrahim | 37 | Undetermined | AlBadrshin Married
Mohamed lbrahim
14 | Omar Ayoub lbra- | 17 Student Suez Single

him
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15| Mohamed Hosni | 28 | Undetermined | Shubra Al Married
Ashmawi Khaima
16| Yossef Mohamed | 18 Student Suez Single
Mohamed Elsayed
17 | Kareem Reda Ab- | 25 Student Tookh Single
delHady
18 | AbdelRahman Al- | 17 Student Cairo Single
Saeed Khatab
19| Yousef Mohamed | 18 Student Boulaq El- Single
Ahmed Gad dakroor
20| Kareem Khaled 17 Student Shebin Single
Saad AlQanater
21 | Haitham Wageeh | 40 | Employee ata | Port Said Married
Owies ElTaweela Petrol Company
22 | Yousef Mohamed | 19 Student AlHelmaya Single
Hesham Elzoheiry
23| Yasser Salama 18 | Furniture paint- | Gesr AlSuez Single
Gomma er
24 Mohamed 19 Coal Worker AlKhanga Single
Shaaban Saber
25| Ahmed Hussein 29 | Undetermined Suez Married
Fahmy Hussein
26 | Yasser Mohamed | 40 Employee Alexandria Married
Bahgat
27 | Wael Mahmoud | 26 | Undetermined | Alexandria Single
Rashad Badawi
28 | Reda Helal Abdel | 55 House wife Talbia Married
Hafez
29| Doha Eid Goma 16 Student Shubra El Single
Kheima
30 Mayada 21 House wife | Shubra Alk- Married
hema
31| AbdelRahman 27 Employee Alexandria Single
Saeed
32| Mohamed Zaki 22 Student Helwan Single
lbrahim
33| Gana Mahmoud | 21 Student Cairo Single
EIDawakhli
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34 |Karam Khaled Mo-| 20 Student Helwan Single
hamed
35 | Mohamed Gomaa | 22 Student Mounib Single
Abdel Raoof
36 | Mostafa Gomaa | 20 Student Mounib Single
Abdel Raoof
37 | Mohamed Abdel | 27 Employee Suez Single
Khalek Yehia
38 | Sherif Anas EIW- | 55 Tour Guide DokKki Married
ogoud Mohamed
Ismail
39 | Khaled Sultan Tah | 23 Student Beni Suef Single
Sultan
40 | Mohamed Ibrahim | 23 Student Helwan Single
lbrahim Mohaed
41 | Khaled Mohamed | 21 Student Giza Single
Naeem Ahmed
Gohar
42 | Ahmed Zeinhom | 35 Accountant Maadi Married
Abdel Hamid Ab-
del Wahab
43| Abdallah Ihab ElI- | 25 |Employee at the | Sayed Zein- Married
Husseiny state cases insti- ab
tute
44 | Ahmed Mohamed | 22 | Undetermined | Alexandria | Undetermined
Khames
45| Ahmed Hussein 29 | Undetermined Suez Undetermined
Fahmy Hussein
46 | Kareem Reda Mo- | 22 | Undetermined Suez Undetermined
hamed Abass Ibra-
him
47 | Mohamed Ahmed | 25 | Undetermined Suez Undetermined
Ghazali Mohamed
Omar
48 | Ahmed Magdi 21 | Undetermined Suez Undetermined
Saeed Emara
49| Mohamed Mo- 29 Lawyer Cairo Undetermined
hamed Salem Ash-
mawy
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Table 2: Clarifies the circumstances surrounding the arrest a
number of defendants with documented cases

1 | Yasser Salama | Downtown | 21/9 Protesting Searching 28/9 AlGabl
Gomma Selim the mo- AlAhmar
bile
2 Mohamed Downtown | 20/9 Portesting Searching 28/9 AlGabl
Shabaan Sa- the mo- AlAhmar
ber Ahmed bile
3 | Abdallah Mo- | Cairo Air- | 23\9 | Beinga mem- | No Rea- N0 The na-
hamed Fathy port ber of a terror- son tional
ist group and security
participating room in
in protests the airport
and Shu-
bra Alkhei-
ma Police
Station
4 Moaz Ab- Nile Cor- | 21\9 Portesting No Rea- 28\9 AlGabl
dallah Saeed | niche Near son AlAhmar
Khattab Tahrir Sga-
ure
5 | Ashraf Mo- Tahrir 219 Portesting No Rea- 28\9 AlGabl
hamed Al- Square son AlAhmar
Mowafi
6 | Yossef Mo- Tahrir 21\9 Portesting No Rea- 28\9 AlGabl
hamed Gad Square son AlAhmar
Mohamed
7 | Gamal Hos- Tahrir 21\9 Portesting No Rea- 28\9 AlGabl
sam Ab- Square son AlAhmar
delKader
8 | Ahmed Has- Tahrir 21\9 Portesting No reason 28\9 AlGabl
san Rabee Square AlAhmar
Hassan
9 Mohmed Tahrir 20\9 Portesting No reason 22\9 -
Mohmed Sa- Square
lem Ashmawy
10 | Ahmed Hus- Suez 23\9 Portesting No reason 26\9 Suez Secu-
sein Fahmy rity Camp
Hussein
11| AbelRahman Bolag 20\9 Portesting | No reason 22\9 AlGabl
Rezk Mo- AlAhmar
hamed
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12| Mohamed Tahrir 20\9 Portesting No reason 22\9 AlGabl
Sobhi Mo- Square AlAhmar
hamed Hus-
sein
13 Khaled Abdel Mon- [ 20\9 Portesting No reason 22\9 AlGabl
Ahmed Mo- | iem Reyad AlAhmar
hamed Square
141 Mohamed Downtown | 20\9 Portesting [ No reason 22\9 AlGabl
Abdel Galil AlAhmar
Youssef
Youssef
15 | Osama Abdel- | Abdel Mon- | 20\9 Portesting [ No reason 22\9 AlGabl
Rahman Galal | iem Reyad AlAhmar
Square
17 Kareem AlAttaba | 21./9 Portesting Buying 25/9 AlGabl
Khaled Saad supplies AlAhmar
for school
18 Haitham Port Said, | 2/10 Instigating He video- 3/10 Port Said
Wageeh his home protests taped a National
Oweis Al- number Security
Taweela of people
who tried
to break
into his
house
19| Reda Helal AlGheish | 21/9 Protested Coming 27/9 AlGabl
AbdelHafez Street back from AlAhmar
the doc-
tor’s
20 | Youssef Hish- Tahrir 21/9 Portesting Coming 25/9 Torrah
am AlZohiery Square back from
work
21 | Doha Eid Go- | Shubra El | 20/9 Portesting Coming 22/9 Shebin
maa Kheima back from AlQanatar
class Center
22 | Karam Khaled Tahrir 20/9 Portesting Going 26/9 Torrah
Abdel Azeem Square home af-
ter going
out with
his girl-
friend
23| Sherif Anas In front of | 20/9 Portesting Going 25/9 Torrah
AlWogoud | Queen Fari- out of the
da Palace Club
24| Mohamed | Bostan Mall | 20/9 Portesting Fixing his 25/9 AlGabl
Gomma Abdel laptop AlAhmar
Raoof
25 Mostafa Bostan Mall | 20/9 Portesting Fixing his 28/9 AlGabl
Gomaa Abdel brother’s AlAhmar
Raoof laptop
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26 | Khaled Sultan | University | 21/9 Portesting Applying 28/9 National
Tah Sultan to univer- Security of
sity Beni Suef
27 | Abdallah Ehab | Qasr AINil | 22/9 Portesting [ While run- 28/9 AlGabl
ElHosuni ning an AlAhmar
errand for
his job
28| Mohamed Alexandria | 22/9 Protesting Going to 28/9 National
Abadallah a wedding Security
AbdelSalam
Abdallah
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